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SUBJECT Discovery of Arms in Various Mine Areas DEST.{ 74 November 1947
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ORIGIN Bolivia, La Paz Director of Centy Mg 971978 from the ‘ ‘

25X1X6 Archivist of the .igee to the

he rocent discovery of large quantitiss of mime and munitions in the mines at

Catavi, Unele, Llallagus, and Siglo XX,

1. At Siglo XX and Uncia mines, a lilght machine gun, several carbines, and
approximately 150 rifles, all Argentine arms, were recently diszovered by agents
of the Ministry of Goverrment. These arms are believed to have been obtained
with the ald of Vietor Paz Estenssoro, Gregorio Burgos, one of the leaders of
the miners® groups et Llellagua, Silverio Cedina, Secretary of the Tressury of
the miners’ syndicate at Llallague end Siglo XX mines, and Eloy Monje, mine lebor
agitator of Siglo XX, were roportedly responsible fer the distributicn and
arrangemwenis for storing of these arms and smmunition,

2. Approximately 600,000 bolivienos 1s stated to be set aside by the Syndicate of
the Lisllasua Mines for the purchase of axms and oxplosives to be obtalped in
" La Pau, or by Pez Fstemssoro in Busncs Aires, if possible.

3. At the Cstavi mines there wers discovered approximetely thirty-twe rifles, one
machine gun, and an unreported number of carbines, also of Argeatine menufacture,
At the mire located at Calguiri, Ponce Lozada reported the menulacture of small
bombs, explosives, and smmanition.

4o Lora; Lechin, and Torres, il active syndicets leaders, were asked to explain
the presence of these erms in the mine aress. Lora, speaking on behelf of
Lechin and the syndicstes of the respective mines, astated that the arms were N
the property of private gun clubs aznd of the puard of regiment “Colorados,®
located at Uneis, and were stored at the Catavi mines only untilyroper dige
pogition could be made of them. The Fpropsr disposition® was not further explained.

5. It is further reported that the arms confisceted frem <hese aresus by the police
represent only a very small percentage of the actusl number avellable to the
minerz and Indlans in these sections. The police ere reported o have searched
carelessly and thus missed a chance for a complete welzure of tie illepal arms.

6. A plmi for recelving snd concealinz these arms was possibly cutiined a short
time 2go when Lechin, Luis Penslozz, and other leaders of the MR, with Iuds

Pelasz Rioja, Argentine naticnal, visited the mining aveas. Pelaez Rioja
travelled cn an "Argentine laborsrs!™ passport, and he openly suated that he
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was "orly a lobeorer intoresied in the b ivia." Iie visited
the entire mining areas of Oraro, Cetavi, and T sy r:{‘ th snaller nines, ‘This

is belicved to hove been a port of the xﬂ"l's nlm of conswiraey a-ainst the present
governnent, with the 2id of clements in Nuenos 4ires.

doecument eontains :Information
affect e national defonse of the.
Tnited State® hin the mszanihg of
the Espioinage AoTegl, U.B.C. 31 aad
322 as amended. {2 isslon op
the revelation of 1ts cont in ang
mannier to gn u‘au‘crori,.cd pers
pronibited by iaw,

INFEFDENCE PENTED | ROABY|

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 199WP82-00457R001000640004-0



